
 Sherburn Primary School Federation 
Guidance on Severe Weather Conditions 

 

 
 

Rationale 
 

 

The Headteacher, in consultation with the Governing Body, has a 

responsibility of care to both the children and staff in school. Whilst every 

effort will be made to keep the school open, when the Headteacher, in 

consultation with the Chair of the Governing Body, considers that the 

weather conditions place either children or staff in danger it is likely that 

the school will be closed. 
 

 

Aims 
 

 

1.  To ensure that the school remains open and operates normally 

wherever possible. 
2.  To ensure the safety of both children and adults at all times. 

 

 

School will be closed when: 
 

 

1.  Public transport ceases to run. 

2.  It is not possible to make the school grounds safe, e.g. to provide a 

safe route into school. 

3.  Weather conditions are bad and the Metrological Office are issuing 

further severe weather warnings for the area. 
 

 

Guidelines for Closure and Reopening the School 
 

 

In the case of closure the following procedures will be followed: 
 

 

1.  The Chair of the Governing Body will be consulted 
2.  The Education Policy and Planning Unit at County Hall will be informed 

of the closure 
3.  Local radio stations will be informed of the closure. 
4.  Any school transport will be informed of the closure. 

5.  Arrangements will be made to receive any pupils who still arrive at 

school without an adult.



6.  The school will re-open when conditions allow. This will be announced 

to parents via local radio. The Chair of Governors will be kept 

informed, as will the Education Policy and Planning Unit. 
7.  When school is closed staff should report to their closest school. 

 

 

General Guidance 
 

 

When conditions are icy or there is snow on the ground all children should 

come into school via the front entrance where they will be met in the Dining 

Hall. Nobody should go onto the playground as this area gets particularly 

dangerous and we wish to ensure everybody’s safety. 
 

 

It should be noted that the path and drive way to school from the main 

entrance will be kept as safe as possible and the caretaker will ensure this 

route is gritted. We have extensive grounds and it impossible to grit all 

areas. Therefore during icy weather the side gate will remain locked to 

ensure everybody’s safety on school grounds. 
 

 

When it is snowing it is best if parents, wherever possible, bring children to 

school. 
 

 

In order to keep school open we may open later when condition are severe. 

This would mean a 10am start to the day. However, child care would be 

provided earlier by staff living closer to school, for those parents who need 

this. 
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